


Leaving Cert Class of 2026



• How Subject Choice works in Coláiste Éamonn
Rís?

• Important points to be aware of when choosing
subjects for the Leaving Certificate.

• Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme
(LCVP).



Which Subjects?
Irish, English, Maths.

4  Other Subjects.

• Level - Higher/Ordinary.

• College Requirements.

• Course  Requirements.



Subjects for Senior Cycle

18 subjects on offer

Choose any FOUR



Optional Subjects

1. Accounting
2. Art
3. Applied Maths
4. Biology
5. Business
6. Chemistry
7. Agricultural Science
8. Music
9. Physics
10. Construction Studies

10. 11. Design & 
Communication Graphics 
(DCG)
12. French
13. German
14. Geography
15. History
16. Classical Studies
17. P.E.
18. Economics



Making a Wise Choice

• What subject is your child most interested 
in?

• What subject are they likely to be best at?

• What subjects will they need? Irish, Maths, 
English, Language etc. 

• Balanced choice of subjects – projects, 
workload, etc. 



How to Choose
• Know what you want to do - Research and 

choose accordingly

• No idea what you want to do- Include a 
Science and a Third Language

• Talk to teachers, family, friends

• Friends Subjects- Avoid choosing a subject 
just because a friend is doing it



 CAT’s – Aptitude Test

 REACH+ - Interest Profiler Test

 Subject Option Booklets 

 Career Guidance Classes – Course & career research

 One to One Guidance Appointments 



1. Matriculation Requirements /College Entry 
Requirements/Basic Entry Requirements 

2. Faculty Subject Requirements (Need a 
certain subject and grade)

3. Points (Best 6 in one sitting)



 All colleges set down minimum requirements sometimes 
called matriculation requirements or entry requirements

 In most cases these specify ENGLISH and MATHS at a 
certain grade

 Recognised colleges of NUI require almost all applicants to 
have passed IRISH and a LANGUAGE from their 
matriculation programme

 There are always exceptions to this so students need to do 
their own research! 



What You Need for Third 
Level

College (or Basic) Requirements.

6 subjects - 2 at Higher (H5) and 4 
at Ordinary (O6) for majority of 
Level 8 Honours Degrees

5 passes (O6/H7) in Leaving 
Certificate including Maths and 
English for Level 6/7 courses





 N.U.I. Colleges and NUI Recognised Colleges Only  -
UCC, UCD, NUIM/MU, NUIG, RCSI 

 Shannon College of Hotel Management & St. Angela’s 
College Sligo (Home Ec.) 

 Not a requirement for every course -
https://www.nui.ie/college/entry-requirements.asp

 Modern Language required for Cadets in Army

https://www.nui.ie/college/entry-requirements.asp


 Nursing
 Science
 Engineering
 Agriculture

In any College



• T.C.D.

• D.C.U.

• T.U.D

• U.L.

• Primary School Teacher Training Colleges

• S.E.T.U



The Faculty (or Course) 
Requirements.

For example…
H4 Higher Irish for Primary 

Teaching

H4 Higher Maths for 
Engineering Level 8

H4 Higher Chemistry Dietician



Best six subjects in one sitting of the             
Leaving Certificate



 An additional Subject/Optional/Possibly 8th Subject

 Good idea for students with a language exemption

 Two classes per week (Computer room)

 Preparation for world of work:
◦ Work Experience
◦ Enterprise Education
◦ Reports
◦ Interview 
◦ Exam in May





➢Total Number of subjects to study - 7 or 8? (LCVP)

➢ The actual subjects (4 choice)

➢ Levels 



Entry requirements for Third Level courses vary from course to 
course so please refer to the relevant literature or information 

given on the websites.

www.cao.ie - points over previous year(s)
www.examinations.ie – exam papers

www.careersportal.ie – research courses
www.qualifax.ie – research courses

College websites or course prospectuses (online)

Research

http://www.cao.ie/
http://www.examinations.ie/
http://www.careersportal.ie/
http://www.qualifax.ie/


Careers Portal

Guidance Department; St. Mary's 
CBS



Careersportal/Explore/World of Work/Labour Market 
Information/Jobs in Demand





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DSoSkx6l4
qc

- Classroom Guidance is a great tool for TY, 5th

and 6th year students as well as 
parents/guardians! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DSoSkx6l4qc


Restrictions:

Too few/too many students 
demand the subject

Two preferences on at the same 
time.



Finally, how to make a decision: 
Advice for Students/Parents & Guardians.

•Subjects they are good at – ability

•Subjects they like - a genuine interest

•Course/Career Requirements.

•Students have already been advised to
speak to senior students studying
subjects that they are interested
in/look at their text books/ask them
about project work.



• If they like all subjects and are uncertain 
about which course to pursue keep options 
open by choosing:

- A Science

- A Modern Language (French/German)

- A Business

- A Social





 Form will go live Friday March 1st on VSware

 Options must be completed through VSware
by 3.45pm Monday March 11th

 Each student will receive notification of their
subjects a few weeks after this date.



Click here 
to create 
your 
password



Enter user 
name here

Enter last 4 
digits of your 
mobile here







Any issues with access to VSWARE 
please contact Mr Nolan –

jnolan@wexfordcbs.ie

Students must select ALL 7 
OPTIONS

Students must also answer 
YES/NO to LCA and LCVP

mailto:jnolan@wexfordcbs.ie


1. We will do everything we can to give your child 
their choices.

2. We may need to discuss the choices with some 
students .

3. 5th Year Students will not be allocated to a 
core class.



If your child needs any help or further 
information we are available to talk to you 
during school time or after the meeting 

tonight.


