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Overall, this is a great edition
which showcases all that is
best relating to life in the
school. Thank you to all those
who have contributed to this
issue of the newsletter. Enjoy
the read and do reach out
with stories of your own that
you’d like to share in the next
one!

It gives us great pleasure to
welcome you to the Winter
edition of the Wexford CBS
Past Pupils’ Association
newsletter. We are delighted
to keep past pupils and friends
of the CBS up-to-date with the
latest news, events and
achievements of our alumni
network. In this jam-packed
edition,

there are updates from our
new chairman, Kieran
Donohoe, school principal,
Michael McMahon and various
articles from those connected
to the network of Bokerboys.
Read about this year’s awards
night, the Career Fair,
reflections from past pupils
and staff as well as up-to-date
news from the school itself.

Welcome to the Wexford CBS
Past Pupils' Association & Friends Newsletter!

W H A T ’ S  I N S I D E ?

Past Pupils' Association
Newsletter Coordinator

Chairman’s Update
Kieran Donohoe  

A Word from Former Chairman
Pat Murphy

Principal's Update
Michael McMahon

Bokerboys Abroad
Seán Ahearne 

Sixth Year PPA Representatives 2025/26
Past Pupil Reflection

Alan Corcoran (Class of 1975)
Past Pupil Reflection

Joss Furlong (Class of 1975) 
PPA Awards 2025
Congratulations George Lawlor
PPA Golf Classic 2025
Careers Fair 2025
PPA Support Funding 
Bokerboys News 

Martin Kehoe

‘ R E C O N N E C T I N G  
T H E
B O K E R B O Y S ’  

https://forms.office.com/e/tRvJmd22U7


To widen the Wexford CBS Community to include more past pupils. We have an enviable rich
tapestry of CBS men across the globe to reconnect to our Association;
To introduce more social opportunities for past pupils to meet, to network and to support each
other. There are thousands of us, and coming together could be fun, and beneficial;
To support the current PPA activities that generate valuable cash resources for our school;
To harness goodwill for our school. Past pupils have skills, knowledge, connections; and such
non-cash resources could greatly benefit our school;
To focus on untapped PPA opportunities for current students, and past pupils alike. Such
initiatives might include sharing job interview skills, work placements, summer jobs, mentoring,
public speaking, supporting Transition Year enterprises etc.

As your PPA Chair I commit myself to continue building on the successes of my predecessors Colin
and Pat, to supporting the current dynamic and hugely capable PPA team, to making myself
available to the CBS staff team, and most importantly to past pupils and current pupils of our great
school.

 

Kieran Donohoe,
Class of 1989.

C H A I R P E R S O N ' S  U P D A T E

Kieran Donohoe
Chairperson

At the recent Wexford CBS Past Pupils’ Association AGM in May, I was
honoured to accept the position of Chairperson. I have always been
proud of my Wexford CBS roots and am committed to serving our
Association and school in my new role.

Firstly, I would like to introduce myself. I graduated from Wexford CBS
in 1989, having spent five amazing years in the school. I reminisce
fondly on my time in the school, remembering only the good times and
funny stories. The school gave me superb direction and values, which I
cherish to this day. I am grateful to the teachers who always did their
best for us, and the management team who campaigned hard for our
school. This gratitude compels me to commit myself as PPA
Chairperson in five areas to give something back to the school, and the
CBS boys that follow us:

 



P R I N C I P A L ' S  U P D A T E

Best wishes to all in our school community for Christmas 2025. I hope
that 2026 brings good health and happiness. I would like to express my
thanks to the staff for their hard work and commitment over the last
twelve months. I would also like to wish all our students continued
success in their endeavours. Thank you also to your parents for their
support. Greetings to all our past pupils at home and abroad. Thank you
to the Dr Kieran Donohoe and the PPA team for their ongoing help and
support to the school as they continue to give back in some many ways. 

Ní neart gur chur le Chéile.
Michael McMahon

PrincipalMichael McMahon

Work is ongoing to advance our school extension project. The Design Team led by Patrick Keating
Kearney of Neville Conroy Architects has been finalising the design plans and it is hoped to make an
application for planning permission for the project to Wexford County Council ahead of the
Christmas break. An application for funding towards the upgrade of equipment in the second
woodwork room and other equipment for Art, Music and P.E. has been successful so we are
currently preparing tenders to purchase same.

S C H O O L  C A M P U S  U P D A T E

Senior Leadership Team 2025/26 
Mr. John Nolan (DP), Mr. Michael McMahon (Principal) & Mr. John Hegarty (DP)



A  W O R D  F R O M  T H E  F O R M E R  C H A I R P E R S O N
As my year as Chairperson comes to an end I reflect on another
successful year for Wexford CBS PPA. 

The past 12 months has seen the Association build on previous years
with a number of successful fundraising events which in turn enabled
us to "give back" to the school community. 

One of the highlights of the year for me was attending the school
awards night and having the privilege of presenting outstanding
academic achievement awards to three pupils who excelled in their
exams. The night was a wonderful celebration of achievement at the
school across all student cohorts and activity. 

W H Y  J O I N  T H E  P P A  &  F R I E N D S ?
Wexford CBS PPA has been nothing but a success so far. We are still welcoming past pupils and
friends of Wexford CBS to sign-up to keep connected with the 'Bokerboy' community. 

By signing up, you can: 
Catch up on what has been happening at the school
Reconnect with old class mates and make new connections with past pupils 
Share in our collective sense of pride in the achievements of the school then and now

Maybe you want to give back in some small way to the school that helped you or a friend on their
path. 

We look forward to keeping in contact with you to help keep the 'Bokerboy' tradition alive. 

Interested? Register as a member, free of charge, by clicking here.

As we continue to grow the PPA membership and the profile of the Association, I would appeal to
all past pupils to get in touch and come along to one of our events over the coming year. 

I wish to thank everyone at the school for all your support and kindness to me over the past year.
I want to acknowledge the tireless dedication and effort of the PPA committee this year, whose
work and selfless commitment is crucial to the continued success of the association.  

Finally, I offer my best wishes to the new Chair Kieran and his team and wish them every success
for the year ahead.

I look forward to seeing you all again at an event soon.

Pat Murphy

https://forms.office.com/r/uXAp8UXJTR
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Onwards to Vietnam. I knew we had two
resident past pupils there: the two Jacks –
Robinson in Hanoi and Creane in Da Nang.
Arrangements were made and meet-ups
occurred.

Again displaying Bokerboy qualities, both are
successful and thriving in their respective
environments. Both are involved in education,
and both are offering their expertise in the
sporting world, coaching local talent.

I felt so proud as they showed us around their
new worlds. Immersing into the Vietnamese
way of life seemed so natural to them. New
homes and families established, and great
maturity in their life decisions. Both had
recent visits from their parents. They too, I'm
sure, are very proud of their sons'
achievements.

While in Hanoi, former Wexford CBS chaplain,
Brian Whelan, was also in town. Again,
reminiscing was the order of the evening, but
strange to be doing it so far away from
Wexford, considering we had not met for over
10 years.  

The opportunity for students to travel while in
Wexford CBS is something that I always held
dear. It offers an immeasurable experience to
broaden one's horizons and gives a taste of
what awaits in the big world after they leave
The Boker.

On Graduation Night, the students are
reminded by the principal: it is unlikely that, as
a group, they will ever meet again. They will go
their separate ways and spread across the
globe. So, when Ruth (Ms. Ivers) and I travel
abroad, there is a chance that we will bump
into some of them. While the world is
shrinking in terms of accessibility, it is still a
surprise when it actually happens.

This was the case on our latest trip. While
eating in a night market in Chiang Mai,
Thailand, Ruth's facial expression changed;
something behind me had also changed. It was
Ian Bennett, who was simply strolling through
the same market. Small world indeed! Stories
of our adventures were swapped with much
laughter. Listening to his itinerary was
heartwarming as he explores and goes in
search of new cultures to experience. We
especially shared our delight in the local
delicious delicacies. Incidentally, I also
bumped into Ian in Paris, at the Rugby World
Cup in 2023. Coincidence or what?

B O K E R B O Y S  A B R O A D :  T H E  B O K E R ' S  F A R - F L U N G  S O N S

Seán
Ahearne

Profession:
Retired
Years in CBS:
1982-2018



We are delighted to announce our three new PPA
representatives for the 2025/2026 6th year cohort.
Thank you to all those who applied.

A huge congratulations to Luke Brophy, Eoghan Lynch
and Hasib Zia who have been chosen to represent
their year group on the PPA and hopefully for many
years to come. They will play a vital role on our
committee and we look forward to working with them
both 

Pictured with PPA committee members & CBS
teachers Mr. Martin Kehoe, Ms. Erin Whelan and Ms.
Emma Goff.

If the previous three meetings were arranged, the next one was completely random, and you just
wonder how mysteriously the universe operates. Having motorbiked from Da Nang to Hoi An, we
were fuelling up for the return journey.

The forecourt was busy, with numerous bikes and heads under helmets all vying to get their fill and
move on in the 30-degree heat. Ruth noticed a group and thought they might be from Wexford. Of
course, being curious and aware of the possibility of Bokerboys being among them, we cycled
towards them. All faces took time to realise what was happening. In front of us were Shane Hall,
Shane Bergin, Emmett Nolan and Finnian Coghlan. Four Bokerboys and two of their former teachers
in a petrol station in Vietnam. What are the chances?

We parked up, arranged a plan, and headed to Da Nang to a lovely beach-side restaurant. So many
stories and so much laughter! Again, the pride in seeing these young men living out their best life:
unafraid, confident in dealing with issues that arise on the road, and, above all, happy. Great
comrades on the way to new adventures in Australia. It was so satisfying to be in their company and
witness what was evolving in their worlds as they revealed their ambitious plans for their futures.

B O K E R B O Y S  A B R O A D :  T H E  B O K E R ' S  F A R - F L U N G  S O N S
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Seán Ahearne

May they, and every other Bokerboy who
travels the globe, enjoy all the experiences our
marvellous planet has to offer.

Travel is another great educator that enhances
the enduring Bokerboy connections.



P A S T  P U P I L  R E F L E C T I O N :  A L A N  C O R C O R A N

Alan 
Corcoran

Profession: 
Radio Presenter
Graduated: 1975

 2025 is certainly a landmark year as it's the
50th Anniversary of when I completed my
Leaving Cert at Wexford CBS. I have many
happy memories of my time in both the CBS
Primary and Secondary schools where I was
given a solid education that eventually led me
into my chosen career of Broadcasting.

On that journey I came across some wonderful
teachers and in the Secondary School amongst
my favourite teachers was Michael McInerney
- Michael taught me History and he was a
wonderful tutor.

“amongst my favourite
teachers was Michael

McInerney”

He was also an former inter-county senior
hurler with Galway, and he had a wonderful
way of sharing Irish History with us. Here is
where the story gets interesting. He asked us
to write a piece on the birth of the Irish
Republic from 1916 up to and including the War
of Independence.

That weekend I was staying with my Grandad
James Corcoran, a retired Garda, but also a
man who fought in 1916, the War of
Independence and the Civil War. As I sat down
to do the essay my Grandad told me the full
story of what happened and when Michael
McInerney read it he was so impressed he gave
me a shiny 50 pence piece and photocopied
the essay giving a copy to all of the boys in the
class.

Photo credit: Elkstone

“Time passes but the
memories never fade, and

I'm delighted to see the
school thrive academically
and on the sporting fields”

I made great friends in the CBS many of whom
are still friends to this day. Another story
highlighting how well we were prepared to
take on the responsibilities to become active in
the community happened during one of the big
storms that the county went through many
years ago.

The nerve and emergency centre was in the
Council Building in Carriglawn. At the press
briefing was Eamonn Hore, Director of
Services, Chief Superintendent John Roche, An
Garda Siochana, Pat Collins, Town Clerk and
yours truly from South East Radio. What had
we got in common? We were all CBS boys from
the class of ‘75.

Time passes but the memories never fade, and
I'm delighted to see the school thrive
academically and on the sporting fields. My
son Calum enjoyed his time there and it
prepared him for where he is now, heading
into year four of his honours degree course in
SETU Carlow.

I wish the school continued success and am
proud to be a "Bokerboy".



P A S T  P U P I L  R E F L E C T I O N :  L O N G ,  L O N G  A G O . . . .
Joss

Furlong
Profession: 
Retired Principal
Graduated: 1975

 1969 was the year that I started in C.B.S.
Secondary School. That was a very long time
ago! The currency was pounds, shillings and
pence, Jack Lynch was Taoiseach with Fianna
Fáil having recently won their fourth general
election in a row and a big world event from
that year was that the first man had walked on
the moon in July. As a child I was captivated by
the effort to land people on the moon and I can
still recall watching the drama unfold on our
black and white television in my home in
School Street.

In time my two sons would
also become students in the

school, making them the
 third generation of our

 family to do so

For many years I had a short five minute walk
to school. I had attended the primary school
“next door” and it was a natural progression
for me to move on to the secondary school
which my father had also attended in the
1930’s and 40’s. In time my two sons would also
become students in the school, making them
the third generation of our family to do so. I
hope there will be more to follow!

Like most schools at that time there was a
streaming system. In fact there had been
streamed classes in C.B.S. Primary School also.
Fortunately for me in secondary school I was
grouped with a lot of my classmates from
primary school. Interestingly, at that time, 

Photo credit: Elkstone

C.B.S. Primary was the only school in town for
male pupils from 2nd to 6th class, the majority
of whom would have become students in C.B.S.
Secondary. Added to this cohort would have
been the boys from the nearby rural schools.

I have to admit that a lot of the details of my
years in secondary school are hazy to say the
least. However, I know that I was happy in
school and I recall the friendship, fun and the
quality of the education. There were
committed teachers and although I wasn’t a
brilliant student, they played a large part in
helping me to get to where I wanted to be. This
resulted in me having the very rewarding
career that I had. 

This year marks the 50th
year since I sat the Leaving

Cert in 1975.

This year marks the 50th year since I sat the
Leaving Cert in 1975. Long before Transition
Year came into existence I completed a six
year secondary school cycle! When I was in 5th
Year I had an interest in becoming a primary
school teacher. With the C.A.O. system still to
be invented, students applying for the primary
teaching course were required to have a
minimum set of Leaving Cert results but there
was also a minimum age requirement. As I had
started school aged 4 years and 1 month I
needed to repeat 5th year to meet the age
requirement. Four of us from the Leaving Cert
class of 1975 got places on the teaching course.
Having graduated from college I returned to
teach in C.B.S. Primary School and for the next
10 years, while living at home, I still had the
short five minute walk to school! 

My connection with C.B.S. started in 1964
when I was in 2nd class, and lasted in excess of
50 years as pupil, student and teacher. For me
that connection is very special. C.B.S. Abú! 
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K E E P  U P  T O  D A T E  W I T H  C B S  &  P P A  A C T I V I T Y :
The school updates their media pages regularly. Follow them to keep in touch:

Click on the icons above to access the pages.
To sign-up as a member, click here. 

We were delighted to attend the Wexford CBS Awards Night 2025 in the Riverbank House Hotel last
month. It was a fantastic celebration of student achievement and we continue to be impressed by
the high standards and strong sense of community within the school.
 
Our new Chairman, Dr Kieran Donohoe, had the honour of addressing the students and presenting
this year’s Past Pupils’ Association (PPA) Awards.
 

Congratulations to Callum Pierce, who was named
the 2025 PPA Student of the Year for achieving
the highest results in the Leaving Certificate
exams in Wexford CBS. A special well done also to
Ciarán Doyle, who received the PPA Special
Recognition Award for achieving over 600 points
in his Leaving Certificate exams. 
 
Both students are now studying in UCD and we
wish them every success in their studies and
future careers.
 
The PPA looks forward to staying connected with
our past pupils and celebrating their continued
success! 

https://www.facebook.com/wexcbsppa/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=bBx_ncNNV0uJTxNs8khYmkUYkrMwHE5IlHthCk-dp4VUMjM4SUI0OElCRVRSMVk3WDVSQzFQTkRFOC4u
https://www.instagram.com/wexcbsppa/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/wexcbsppa?lang=en


Beyond politics, George’s commitment to the community is wide-ranging: he has been a founder of
Wexford Marinewatch, is on the board of Wexford Women’s Refuge, and is known in the local music
scene through his involvement with the Wexford Light Opera Society.

As a past pupil, George’s success is especially meaningful. His journey from the halls of Wexford
CBS to the Oireachtas is inspiring for our students, and a powerful reminder of the impact our
alumni can have in public life.

Please join us in celebrating George Lawlor, TD. We wish him every success in his vital work for
Wexford and for Ireland.

We are delighted to congratulate George Lawlor, Labour TD, on his
election to Dáil Éireann in the recent general election. As a proud
past pupil of Wexford CBS, his achievement is a wonderful source
of pride for our school community. 

George has a long history of public service in Wexford: he served
on Wexford County Council from 2009 to 2024 and was elected
Mayor of Wexford on five separate occasions. Since his election to
the Dáil in November 2024, he has taken on an important role in
government. He currently serves as Labour’s Spokesperson on
Enterprise, Tourism & Employment, working on policy to support
economic growth, local businesses, and tourism across Ireland. 

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T O  P A S T  P U P I L ,  G E O R G E  L A W L O R ,  T D !   

C H R I S T M A S  C O N C E R T  2 0 2 5  &  C H R I S T M A S  F A I R  2 0 2 5

Our Christmas Concert takes place
this year on Tuesday 16th of
December @19:30. 🧑‍🎄🎶🎄

We will have a wide range of acts
on the night, and it promises to be
a fun evening out for all to get into
the Christmas spirit.

Tickets will be available soon - keep
an eye on our socials for more
details. 

See you all in Grogan’s road on
Thursday the 16th of December.
 



Our annual PPA Golf Classic was a huge success. There was a great turnout of 30 teams
with a good mix of past and current students. The conditions on the day were tough but
there was still some good scoring. Thanks to all of our sponsors, Andy Doyle and his team
at the bar, Liam Bowler and his team in the Pro Shop and the greenkeepers.
 
Winners on the day:
 
GUI:

1st Noel Morris Trophy: Eoin Kavanagh, Ben Morris, Rían Clarke & Alex Currid.
2nd: Ciarán Carthy, Jack Mullan, TJ Nolan & Richie Browne.
3rd: Aaron Mullally, Barry Pettitt, Charlie Mullan & Killian Conway.

 
Non-GUI:

1st: Aodhán Foley, John Forde, Adam Whitmore & Ger Forde.
2nd: Martin Bergin, Trevor Doocey, Peter Furlong & David Shore.
3rd: Luke Furlong, Daire McGuire, Ryan Thomas & Darragh Ryan.

P P A  G O L F  C L A S S I C  2 0 2 5  



W E X F O R D  C B S  C A R E E R  F A I R  2 0 2 5
The PPA were delighted to be involved with the Wexford CBS and Loreto

Wexford Career Fair on Thursday, 20  November. It was fantastic to see so
many past pupils taking part and giving up their time to provide students

with knowledge about their potential career paths. Thanks to all those who
have been involved over the past six Career Fairs. It is great to see how the

event has grown each year. Well done to all!

th



PPA 7-A-Side Soccer Tournament 2025 
We will hold our annual 7-A-Side Soccer
Tournament on the new Wexford CBS State of
the Art Astro Pitch on Sunday December 28th
this year. 

The tournament will kick off at 12 noon, so
why not come along and see our new Astro
Pitch and get some of your friends and past
pupils together for a kickabout over the
festive period. 

Teams can include past pupils and friends of
Wexford CBS and there will be a 7-a-side
format with a squad of maximum 10 players
and at a cost of €10 per person. Current
Wexford CBS Student - €5 per player. 

To sign up, click here. 

Wexford CBS PPA Support Funding
We are delighted to continue with the PPA
Support Funding Programme this year. School
teams, committees and clubs are benefiting
from members & community engagement and
donations. This year we are delighted to
support the school’s Equestrian Team, 1st/2
Year Football, Junior & Senior Football. 

nd

B O K E R B O Y  N E W S  

Follow us on social media!

PPA MERCHANDISE 

We were delighted to officially launch the
brand-new Wexford CBS Past Pupils’
Association merchandise. 

Now available exclusively through the
school’s page on the O’Neill’s website –
perfect for showing your school pride
wherever you go. Whether you are a recent
graduate or a long-time past pupil, there is
something for everyone.

A portion of all PPA purchases made on the
O’Neill’s page will go back to the school.

To purchase, click here. 

https://www.facebook.com/Wexford-CBS-686575984842292/
https://www.instagram.com/wexfordcbs/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/wexcbs
https://forms.office.com/e/tRvJmd22U7
https://forms.office.com/e/tRvJmd22U7
https://forms.office.com/e/tRvJmd22U7
https://www.oneills.com/shop-by-team/education/schools/wexford-cbs-secondary-school.html
https://www.oneills.com/shop-by-team/education/schools/wexford-cbs-secondary-school.html


E X T E N D E D  C O M M I T T E E

Kieran Donohoe
Chairperson

Conor Byrne
Secretary

M E E T  T H E  T E A M  -  P P A  C O M M I T T E E  2 0 2 5 / 2 6
The Wexford CBS PPA & Friends is run by a group of past pupils, as well as past and exisiting teachers. Meet the
team behind the PPA below, and don't be shy to reach out; that's what we're here for! 

Emma Goff
Public Relations Officer

Kieran is a very proud past pupil of The CBS, having graduated way back in 1989. After
working in Aviation for a number of years, Kieran returned to Wexford in 2002 to take up
his Chief Executive role in FDYS, our local voluntary youth service. As PPA Chairperson,
Kieran has ambitious plans to welcome new members, and to develop additional ways
that the PPA can support our amazing school.

Emma is a former pupil of Loreto Wexford. She is a member of the teaching staff in the
school. Emma studied Irish and Geography at St. Patrick’s College Dublin, before
completing her Professional Master of Education in DCU. A native of Wexford town, she is
actively involved in her community particularly through her love of sport. Emma plays
Gaelic football for the Sarsfields and Camogie with Glynn Barntown. Emma is delighted to
be part of the PPA.

Conor graduated from Wexford CBS in 2014 and went on to study English and Geography
at St. Patrick’s College Dublin, before completing his Professional Master of Education in
DCU and returning to teach in Wexford CBS in 2018. Conor is from Wexford Town and
has a keen interest in community involvement. Conor hopes that the work of the PPA will
assist in helping to encourage and motivate his students to reach their fullest potential. 

Ger Forde
Treasurer 

Ger is a former Wexford CBS pupil and currently a teacher in the school. Ger is taking on
the role of Treasurer & Fundraising Officer in the Wexford CBS PPA. He graduated from
the CBS in 2010 and returned to the school in 2014. He primarily teaches in the ASD unit
but also teaches some geography and history classes. Outside of school, he enjoys long-
distance running. 

Rian Doyle 
Danny Mann
Michael McMahon 
John Nolan 
John Hegarty

Martin Kehoe
Pat Murphy
Erin Whelan 
Evan Byrne 
Cillian White

Peter Furlong
Fundraising Officer

Student Reps: 
Luke Brophy
Eoghan Lynch
Hasib Zia

Peter graduated from Wexford CBS in 2012 and went on to study in ‘The National Centre
of Excellence in Furniture Making’ in GMIT Letterfrack in Co. Galway. Upon graduation,
he worked as Production Manager in a joinery in the midlands, before going back to
college to do a Masters in Education. He is a current member of the teaching staff in the
Technology department in the school. Peter is the joint Chairman of Sarsfields GAA club
and is involved with the Irish Pilgrimage Trust, who regularly travel to Lourdes on an
Easter pilgrimage with children with additional needs.

Nathan O’Connor
Colin Browne 
Callum Doyle
Callum Pierce
Sean Denton 



This content is for general information purposes only.
The Wexford CBS PPA is run on a voluntary basis as a
means of connecting past and present pupils, instilling a
pride in being part of the CBS and raising money for
school activities. 

All rights reserved.  


